
Fall 2017 

English 1013: Composition I 

ACTS Course Number ENGL 1013 

PLEASE KEEP AND REFER TO THIS SYLLABUS THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER  
 

Instructor:  Jeannine France       Classroom:  Room 403      Conference Hour: 1st hour 8:17 – 9:10      

Email:  jefrance@almasd.net      School Phone: 479-632-2162 

Arkansas Tech University does not discriminate on the basis of color, sex, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, race, age, national origin, veteran status, genetic information, or disability in any 

of our practices, policies, or procedures. 

Syllabus 

Catalog Description 

Composition I is a review of grammar, introduction to research methods, and practice in writing 

exposition using reading to provide ideas and patterns. 

 

Objectives 

This course aligns with three of Arkansas Tech University’s general education objectives: 

•Students will learn to write essays that communicate effectively in clear, correct prose. 

•Students will learn to think critically in order to argue effectively, evaluate sources, and 

employ sound logic in their essays. 

•Students will develop ethical perspectives by understanding and addressing multiple sides of 

an argument.   

 

Texts:                                

EasyWriter - 6th edition by Andrea A. Lunsford 

The Compact Reader: Short Essays by Method and Theme - Jane E. Aaron , Ellen Kuhl Repetto 

The ATU Writer, (accessed online at http://www.atu.edu/worldlanguages/atuwriter.php)   

 

Class Policies and Procedures 
 

Essay Writing Process: The vast majority of our time in this course will be devoted to 

writing.  We will write five different essays throughout the semester, each in a different essay 

genre.  The process for each essay is as follows:    

1. Read sample essays in the genre. 

2. Choose essay topic and complete prewriting (e.g., brainstorming, clustering, etc.) 

3. Write the first submission, and thoroughly check for errors before submitting it in class. 

4. Participate in workshops in class.  

5. Rewrite essay based upon peer and instructor comments. 

6. Submit revised essay.  

7.          Receive grade and comments about the essay before the next graded essay is due. 

 

Essay Requirements: The minimum length for each essay is two complete pages.  All 

paper submissions must be typed.  All essays must be double-spaced, 

have one-inch margins, and be written in Times New Roman 12-point 

font.  All written material should conform to the MLA style of 

documentation and format.  

mailto:jefrance@almasd.net
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http://www.macmillanlearning.com/Catalog/Author/janeeaaron
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Workshop Policy:       On workshop days, I will check for your completed typed first 

submissions. This rough draft is worth 20 points.  If your submission is 

not substantially complete, you will not receive the full 20 points.   

 

Late Essays: Essays turned in one day late will lose 10 points; essays turned in two days 

late will lose 20 points; the last day that late essays will be accepted is the 

third day, and they will only be worth ½ credit.  

 

 

Response Sheets: Each time we begin a new essay genre, we will read examples of that 

genre in The Compact Reader: Short Essays by Method and Theme (a 

collection of essays written by professionals), The ATU Writer (a 

collection of essays written by ATU students previously enrolled in 

English 1013), and occasionally other sources.  You are required to 

respond to each assigned essay by completing a Reading Response.  These 

responses are an important part of your understanding of each genre, so 

students should take each assignment seriously.   

 

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is the act of taking the words or ideas of another and 

attempting to pass them off as one’s own.  Plagiarism is unscholarly as 

well as unethical. See the textbook EasyWriter for information on how to 

avoid plagiarism.  And of course, when in doubt, always ask your 

instructor for guidance.  

 

  In this course, a failing grade will be given to any paper that is discovered 

to include substantial passages that are quoted or paraphrased from 

another source without citing that source 

 

Attendance:  Class attendance is expected.  Attendance will be taken and recorded daily.  

Credit for missed work, including missed tests, will not be given if the absence is 

unexcused.  After 10 absences, an excessive absence situation will be reported 

to ATU’s Vice President for Academic Affairs and the student may be 

dropped from the class with an “FE” (i.e. F for excessive absences) recorded 

on the college transcript.  In such case, the student may still earn high school 

credit but not college credit.  
 

 

 

 

Participation:  The success of this course and your learning, depends upon every 

student’s active participation in class activities such as writing, discussing, 

or merely listening. 

 

 

 



Grading:  The grading of your writing in this course will be in accord with the “ATU 

English Department Theme Grading Standards 

 

Your final course grade will be determined by the number of points you earn. The grading scale:  

           90-100 A  80-89 B 70-79 C 60-69 D 0-59 F 

The following assignments will be required throughout the semester:  

Reading Responses/Discussion 

Grammar Exercises & Quizzes 

Essay 1: 3 Point Expository  

Essay 2: Description 

Essay 3: Narration  

Essay 4: Compare/Contrast 

Essay 5: Argument/Persuasion 

Final Exam   

Class Participation              

 

***Students are required to have a C average in this course to receive college credit.   
 

 The instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus at any time during the semester as 

circumstances require.  The students will be notified of any changes in class.  

 

If there are questions or concerns about the instruction and/or grading in this course and you 

have not been able to resolve the issue with your instructor, please contact Jana Crouch, 

Associate Director for Enrollment,  jcrouch4@atu.edu or 479-356-2188.  
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Composition I Reading Responses   (each response is worth 20 points) 

 

3 Point Expository 
 1 “Setting Up for the Pitch”  (ATU) 

 2  “The Secret of Being a Good Secretary”   (ATU) 

 

Narrative 

3 “Foot Steps”  (ATU) 

4 “A Fable”   (Handout) 

5  from An American Childhood  (The Compact Reader pg. 70 - 74) 

 

Descriptive 

6 “My Great Grandmother’s Legacy”  (ATU) 

7 “Unforgettable Miss Bessie”  (Handout) 

8 “Desert Dance”  (The Compact Reader pg. 98 - 100) 

 

Compare/Contrast 

9 “Chinese Space, American Space”  (Handout) 

10 “Neat People vs. Soppy People”  (Handout) 

11 “China Doll”   (The Compact Reader pg. 246 - 249) 

 

Argument/Persuasion 

12 “In Praise of the ‘F’ Word”  (Handout) 

13 “Sixteen”  (The Compact Reader pg. 349 - 353) 

14 “Privacy Has a Politics”  (The Compact Reader pg. 356 - 359) 

 

 

- Guidelines for the reading responses are found on the back of this paper  -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GUIDELINES FOR READING RESPONSES 

 

Directions: 
As we begin each genre, students will read and answer questions about professionally written 

essays from The Compact Reader, peer essays from The ATU Writer, and other sources.  

Assignment: 
 

Address the following topics.  Be sure to label each section, and number where indicated. 

 

Thesis.  What is the main point or purpose of the essay?  Sometimes the thesis is stated in 

a clear sentence, while sometimes the thesis is simply implied.  Your response should be 

a minimum of one complete sentence. 

 

Strengths.  In what specific ways was this essay effective?  Make two very clear points 

that relate directly to the essay content, structure, or mechanics.  Number each point.  

 

Weaknesses.  In what ways could this essay have been more effective?  Make two very 

clear points that relate directly to the essay content, structure, or mechanics.  

Number each point.  

 

Therefore, each response should be in the following format.  Be sure to label each section as 

indicated: 

  

Title: 

Thesis:  10 pts.  

Strengths:     5 pts.  

 1. 

 2. 

Weaknesses:    5 pts.  

 1. 

 2. 

       

Each Reading Response is worth a total of 20 pts.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


